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A Visit from the Goon Squad

At Home: A Short History of Private Life

Beautiful Ruins

Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, 
Death, and Hope in a Mumbai Undercity

The Best American Science 
and Nature Writing 2011

Bird by Bird

Don’t Get too Comfortable

Eat, Pray, Love

Everything is Illuminated

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close

The (Honest) Truth About Dishonesty

The Glass Castle: A Memoir

Is Everyone Hanging Out Without Me?

Little Bee

Moonwalking with Einstein

My Stroke of Insight

Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a 
World that Can't Stop Talking

The Sense of an Ending

Sorry Please Thank You

Steal Like an Artist

Tales of the City: A Novel

The Ten Most Beautiful Experiments

The Tiger’s Wife

We Need to Talk About Kevin

When You Are Engulfed in Flames 

Given two weeks with 
no other commitments, 
I took a little road 
trip down the 
California
Coast. I 
stopped by 
Hearst Castle, spent a 
night each in Cambria 
and Ventura, and 
stayed in LA a while 
before venturing all the 
way down to San Diego.

travels

weddings

Anna Wu Photography Seaglass Cinema

Most Viewed Weddings:
1. Sun & Elliot (Chicago, IL)
2. Carla & Matt (Durham, NC)
3. Cami & Eric (Seattle, WA)

1. Becky & David (Walnut Creek, CA)
2. Cat & Dan (Santa Monica, CA)
3. Anny & John (Woodside, CA)

a look back at 2012
Hello friends! Here we are, at the end of another year. As I reflected back on 2012, I realized this was the first year in a while 
that I actually didn’t have any major life changes like moving, changing jobs, or starting a new business. So this year be-
came an opportunity to challenge myself and to see where this photography-, adventure-, and food- filled life would take 
me. I started some really exciting new projects, I went on a lot of mini adventures, and I just felt so lucky all along the way. 
Thank you for helping me to chase this dream. It’s been a beautiful year, and I look forward to seeing what 2013 will bring!

All PhotoShoots

 

Most Viewed Shoots:
1. Shang & Rico, “Love in Berkeley”
2. Anika & Vijay’s Surprise Proposal
3. Boudoir by Anna Wu Photography

Small triumphs

pointe of View
The Pointe of View project has definitely been one of the greatest highlights of my year. There is just something so liberating and yet challenging 
about doing a personal project just for yourself. You have total creative freedom and total creative responsibility. Right away, I felt myself returning 
to the reasons why I had fallen in love with photography in the first place. This isn’t the last of the Pointe of View series, either... I will be making a big 
announcement about a certain BOOK project very, very soon!

Some favorite moments from the series:

1 Getting a clear shot of Lexi jumping on 
the Brooklyn Bridge on the very first try. It 
was only about 40 degrees out, which 

was cold enough to thwart most of the usual 
foot traffic on the bridge, but not quite cold 
enough to stop Lexi!	

2  Driving around the bend on a country 
road in Ireland and finally seeing the Irish 
castle that we had been looking for, after 

we had taken an inadvertent detour into North-
ern Ireland, nearly run out of Diesel, and made 
it through a small patch of flooded roadway.

3  Being back at my alma mater, doing a 
shoot with Melissa, a Duke student. We 
walked into the Gothic Reading Room, 

the quietest room on campus, and she did the 
splits on top of the library table while the stu-
dents at the next table just kept studying.

goals for 2013

read the author’s note at 
the back first! it will frame 
your entire understanding of 
the non-fiction story.

all about the writing process, but 
great insights for any creative 
process.

my absolute favorite read of the 
year. a heart-wrenching 9/11 tale, 
subtly and creatively told from a 
little boy’s point of view.
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fascinating perspective 
on the brain and 
consciousness

funny &  
thoughtful science 
fiction short stories

sadly, still so topical... a novel of a fictional 
school massacre., told from the perspective 
of the shooter’s mother.

Los Angeles was truly my second home this year. I 
visited ten times-- sometimes en route elsewhere, 
sometimes for work, but very often just because I 
wanted to hang out with my LA friends. Many thanks 
go to Kevin and Jenny for always hosting me!

Can you believe it’s been five years 
since I graduated from college? I 

returned to Duke for my reunion in 
April, and then again in May when I 
photographed one of my bucket list 

items-- a wedding at the Duke Chapel!
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California Coast 
Solo Road Trip
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In August, I tagged 
along with my friend 

Mitha to Ireland, and it 
was every bit as green 

as promised. I flew to 
Dublin, and then we 

went on a three-day rail 
tour around the entire 

country. 

Ireland!

Salton Sea

San Diego

Visit Europe, 
South America, 
Australia, or at 
least Hawaii!

Find my next 
personal projectx

x
x
x

Book 15-20 weddings
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G etting       feat    u red    by  

Style Me Pretty-- 
Three times for photography, 
a n d  f i v e  t i m e s  f o r 

Seaglass Cinema. 

6 Collaborating with great vendors  

like  Julianne  of 
PRET T YBYJULI ANNE .

3Having awesome assistants

and interns

Becoming a preferred vendor of the

Berkeley City Club
and getting to photograph there 

4 -- all - the - time. --

7S witching         from     
Smugmug to Zenfolio.                                                

- - - - s w i t c h i n g  f r om - - - - 

KISS to RedTree 
alb   u ms  .  i ’ m  still     
obsessed        
with the debossed covers.

adding this one question to my inquiry responses: 

“ It’s important to me 
to get to know you .

5  
please give me 
-- -  a l i t t le intro - - -
to you and your fiance(e).” 
- s o  s i m p l e  a n d  s o  e f f e c t i v e ! -

-  having       my   - 
M ajor     I mpact      letter      
f e a t u r e d  b y  m y  a l m a  m a t e r

Duke University    

discovering little tricks like 
Boomerang for gmail 
so I can schedule emails to 
go out or bounce back later.

My Pointe of View series 
- - - - - - - - and   - - - - - - - - 

boudoir photography

1and overall just doing a lot of shoots I 
wanted       t o  d o ,
regardless of money and profits. 
this is a luxury that I try not to take for granted!

1
2 3

Hire another 
second shooter for 
Seaglass Cinema 4

Publish the 
Pointe of View 

book 5
books
I read 26 books this year, which is not quite the 36 I read last year, but I still found a great collection of favorites! I get most of my books by 
borrowing them from the local libraries as e-books and reading them on my iPad. The lending period gives me a built-in deadline to read faster 
and more often. Below, the bolded ones are the books I enjoyed the most, with a few annotations thrown in too. 

That’s all for this year! Thanks for reading! Have a happy 2013!

Small triumphs and tribulations happen all the time, but below are ten of the best little things that came together for my 
business this year and didn’t even cost me any extra to make happen!

The best kind of friends are the 
ones who don’t balk when you 
say you want to go visit a post-
apocalyptic wasteland in the 
middle of the California desert. 
They come with you. And so it 
was with an excursion to Salton 
Sea that we kicked off 2012!

http://www.amazon.com/Behind-Beautiful-Forevers-Mumbai-Undercity/dp/1400067553
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http://books.google.com/books?isbn=1101213973
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